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TCIA PUBLIC POLICY MEETING
Virtual
October 15, 2025

Art Batson (Chair of the Policy Committee) called the meeting to order at 11 a.m. Committee members present included Pat Turley, Randolph Hoover, Jim Hines. Peter Gerstenberger and George Strout from TCIA were also present, and Basil Thomson, Josh Ulman, and Bailey Graves from Ulman Public Policy were present (TCIA and Ulman all non-voting).

OPEI Letter to EPA
Members discussed whether TCIA should sign on to the OPEI letter requesting EPA stay its waiver authorization for California’s Small Off-Road Engine (SORE) rule banning the sale of gas-powered handheld and portable equipment (<25 hp) starting with Model Year 2026. Art Batson motioned to approve TCIA signing on to the letter, Pat Turley approved the motion, and Jim Hines seconded.

2025 Legislative Day on the Hill – Recap
The committee discussed the fly in that took place in September 2025 and provided feedback for future fly ins. Notable feedback included meeting with groups prior to heading out, following up with staffers to ensure action is taken on issues discussed during meetings, building relationships with priority offices leading up to the next meeting so that the fly in is not the first time they are hearing of our issues, and tying a tree planting or other publicity event for TCIA to the fly in.

The committee then discussed updates on the four issues covered during the fly in.

1. OSHA Tree Care Standard

The committee discussed the Spring Regulatory Agenda’s listing for the Tree Care Standard, updates to key DOL nominees that were recently confirmed, and TCIA’s engagement with federal officials after the fly in. They discussed how the Tree Care Standard can fit into President Trump’s 10-1 deregulatory initiative.


2. Wildfire Mitigation and Vegetation Management

The committee discussed the status of the Fix Our Forests Act (FOFA) and TCIA’s engagement on the bill since the fly in. The committee discussed the potential to have TCIA members with big UVM operations to reach out to individual Senate offices to discuss the amendments TCIA is advocating for in FOFA. They asked to receive a list of relevant Senate committee members to figure out which offices they can engage with.

Additionally, the committee discussed President Trump’s wildfire executive order and next steps for engagement with federal agencies on the topic. 

3. ANSI A300 Standard

The committee discussed avenues for clarifying pre-inspection scopes and liability exposure through the ANSI A300 standard revision cycle. They considered putting together a workgroup for this process to support TCIA’s engagement on A300, FOFA implementation, and related wildfire policy issues.


4. Immigration Reform

The committee discussed updates on the H-2B visa program, including updates related to the FY 2026 appropriations process. They also discussed a new bill from Rep. Lloyd Smucker (R-PA), the Essential Workers for Economic Advancement Act, which would create a new year-round H-2C visa for non-agricultural sectors to address chronic labor shortages.


Conclusion
The committee discussed the future cadence of policy committee meetings, considering a quarterly meeting with the option to do ad hoc meetings when pressing issues arise. The meeting concluded around 12:00 PM. 
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