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TCIA PUBLIC POLICY MEETING
Virtual
March 27, 2026

Art Batson (Chair of the Policy Committee) called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. Committee members present included Pat Turley, Randolph Hoover, Jim Hines, Josh Vrieze, David Marren, and Christopher St. Marie. George Strout from TCIA and Basil Thomson from Ulman Public Policy were also present (TCIA and Ulman all non-voting).

The Chair raised the need to approve minutes from the prior meeting. As the minutes were not included in the meeting materials, the committee agreed they would be circulated for review and approval following the meeting.

New Advocacy Platform
George provided an overview of TCIA’s new advocacy platform and demonstrated its functionality, including tools to support grassroots engagement and tracking of state-level advocacy activity. George noted the platform will support outreach beyond current members and facilitate engagement on state legislation. The committee discussed opportunities to further develop grassroots engagement, including potential state or regional representation to support advocacy efforts.

Fly-in Update
George provided an update on the proposed 2026 fly-in and noted scheduling challenges related to industry events and congressional availability. Staff proposed shifting the fly-in to spring 2027 and exploring coordination with a board meeting to reduce travel burden. Staff also proposed conducting one to three smaller, targeted congressional or district visits in fall 2026 to build relationships ahead of the larger fly-in.

The committee discussed timing considerations, including the impact of the midterm election cycle and the importance of meeting with members when they are in Washington. No objections were raised to further exploring a revised timeline.

Advocacy Plan/PAC Update
George reported that the PAC auction raised approximately $132,000, exceeding initial projections, with funds allocated between candidate contributions and the government relations fund in accordance with applicable regulations.

Staff outlined plans to increase participation in PAC efforts, including improving communication, enhancing the auction format, and expanding engagement through smaller-dollar contributions.

The committee discussed the allocation of PAC funds and whether future efforts may include state-level activity. Members noted the importance of establishing a clear process before expanding beyond federal races.

Staff noted that current PAC funds are allocated to federal activity and that no state-level contributions are currently planned.

Staff recommended scheduling time to review and refine TCIA’s legislative priorities to better align with current advocacy efforts and emerging issues.

Staff also noted the need to reestablish a PAC committee to support fundraising and provide recommendations on allocation of funds.

Issues Update
1. OSHA Tree Care Standard: Ulman Public Policy (UPP) provided an update on engagement with OSHA regarding the Tree Care Standard. UPP noted that the issue has become a top priority within OSHA and that the agency is actively working to advance both the proposed rule and revised enforcement guidance. UPP reported that OSHA has brought on a contractor, a former OSHA and OSHRC attorney with prior experience representing TCIA on this issue, to support development of the rule and enforcement guidance. UPP noted that she has been working closely with TCIA and has provided direction to agency staff on revising both the draft standard and enforcement approach.
UPP indicated that TCIA continues to advocate for aligning the federal standard with the Virginia Tree Care Standard, citing its long-term implementation and supporting data.
UPP noted that prior draft language within OSHA did not reflect TCIA’s input or key industry considerations, but that ongoing engagement is helping to address those gaps.
UPP also noted that TCIA has been supporting this effort with analysis of enforcement data, including review of Virginia’s implementation of a tree care standard, to inform OSHA’s approach. In terms of timing, UPP indicated that revised enforcement guidance may be issued in the near term, with a proposed rule expected following the midterm elections.
2. Wildfire
a. Fix Our Forests Act: Ulman Public Policy provided an update on FOFA, noting that the bill remains under consideration in the Senate and that there are differences between the House and Senate versions, including provisions related to vegetation management on rights-of-way. UPP described ongoing engagement with congressional offices, federal agencies, and utility stakeholders to support TCIA’s proposed amendments. Staff also noted that upcoming wildfire conditions may increase pressure on Congress to act.
b. State Legislation (SD SB 36, AK HB 252, CA SB 254): UPP reviewed recent state-level activity, including enactment of a South Dakota law establishing wildfire mitigation plans tied to liability protections for utilities, ongoing consideration of similar legislation in Alaska, including expanded obligations for utilities beyond rights-of-way, and a California study on wildfire risk and cost allocation that may inform future legislation.
3. Pesticide Preemption: Ulman Public Policy provided an update on coalition efforts to support federal pesticide preemption provisions in the Farm Bill. UPP Staff noted that these provisions remain in the committee-passed bill but may face challenges as the bill advances due to political opposition from the MAHA coalition. UPP also highlighted a Connecticut-specific issue regarding interpretation of federal pesticide rules, which may restrict the use of custom blends by contractors. UPP indicated that engagement is underway with industry groups and regulators to seek clarification. The committee discussed broader implications for contractor roles in regulatory frameworks.
4. Immigration: UPP provided an update on H-2B visa allocations and ongoing advocacy related to future appropriations. UPP provided an update on recent leadership changes and potential implications for policy and enforcement.
5. CDL/CMV Integrity Initiative (Dalilah’s Law): UPP provided an update on increased federal enforcement related to CDL and CMV integrity, including English-language proficiency requirements and changes to eligibility for non-domiciled CDL licenses. UPP requested feedback from the committee on any observed impacts. Committee members noted limited but emerging issues, including instances where employees have faced challenges related to language requirements during licensing or medical examinations.

Next Call/Meeting
The committee discussed continuing meetings on a regular cadence, with the expectation of reconvening in approximately two to three months. The Chair invited feedback on whether additional elements should be incorporated into the committee’s work as it continues to evolve, noting that the current focus remains on tracking and responding to key policy issues.
Conclusion
The meeting concluded around 2:03 PM. 
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